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Sri Guru Arjan Dev Jee (1563 - 1605) was the fifth Sikh Guru and was pivotal in institutionalising
the fledging faith. He constructed the most important Gurdwara for the Sikhs in Harmander
Sahib, also commonly referred to as the Golden Temple of Amritsar. He authored many hymns
and made the first collection of Sikh scripture in the Sri Aadh Granth Sahib. He was the first
martyr of the Sikhs, he was tortured to death in the most inhumane manner, as he would not
heed to the tyranny of the Mughal Empire. He was humble, poetic, peaceful and inspirational.
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of the SikhsPrefaceSri Guru Arjan Dev Jee (1563-1605 CE) was the fifth Sikh Guru, he
consolidated the fledging Sikh faith and institutionalised it. He built the Harmander Sahib which
is commonly known as the ‘Golden Temple’ in the middle of the sacred pool which is called
‘Amritsar’ – which translates to ‘pool of immortality.’ Only God’s praises are sung at Harmander
Sahib and it is revered as the most sacred Gurdwara for Sikhs. The Sikh Scripture was compiled
by Sri Guru Arjan Dev Jee. In effect Sri Guru Arjan Dev Jee created the heartbeat of the Sikhs in
compiling the scripture and constructing Harmander Sahib. This short biography is based upon
partially on a short biography on Sri Guru Arjan Dev Jee that Bhai Vir Singh penned called
‘Jeewan Parsang Sahib Sri Guru Arjan Dev Jee’ – I have translated parts of this book from the
Punjabi into English in order to compile this book. The second major source is of ‘Suraj Parkash’
by the poet Bhai Santokh Singh, the historical account of the martyrdom of Sri Guru Arjan Dev
Jee has been used from ‘Suraj Parkash.’ This was done by using the English discourse that has
been done by Bhai Kuljit Singh (Leicester, UK) narrating the martyrdom of the Guru. Bhai Kuljit
Singh used the Punjabi discourse of the martyrdom that has been narrated by Giani Harbhajan
Singh Dudike which he then translated into English.For both sources – I have not used the
material in its entirety and have edited and included other information that I have personally
learnt over the many years I have conducted research on Sikh History and from oral narrations in
Gurdwaras. Any errors in translation and editing are my own.The book is thus translated and
edited by myself – Harjinder Singh and Bhai Kuljit Singh. I collated all the research and edited
the typed audio discourse of the martyrdom of Sri Guru Arjan Dev Jee as narrated by Bhai Kuljit
Singh. I translated other works as aforementioned and selected what to include in the final
draft.Any Gurbani which is quoted in this book is translated using a number of sources but I have
tried to stay as close as I can to the ‘Faridkoth Tika’ which is the first ever print translation of Sri
Guru Granth Sahib in antiquated Punjabi/Hindi. The translations in this book are in English,
which can be a challenge, but my best efforts have been made to provide accurate translations.
More adept Punjabi readers are advised to also find the Shabads in their original Gurmukhi and
read that too.A glossary of terms used throughout the book is available at page 123 to assist
readers grasp Punjabi and terms used by Sikhs. I have written this book as a ‘Sikh’ first and
foremost, so honorific terms have been used in this respect, which fall out of the parameters of
normal use of the English language.‘God is realised by the True Guru’s Grace’ has been used



throughout the book in the header as a ‘manglacharan’ which is an invocation to both God and
Guru to bless each page of this book. The blessing sought as a writer by myself, is that the
language is respectful, appropriate and profound. The invocation for the readers reading the
book is that God and Guru inspire them to develop further spiritually.Throughout the book
quotations from Sri Guru Granth Sahib Jee have been used – the referencing of these is by a
simple number in brackets which denotes the page from which the Shabad has been
taken. Thanks to Sarveen Kaur for typing up the English discourse of Bhai Kuljit Singh
aforementioned. Manvir Kaur is also thanked for typing my translation notes of the manuscript of
this book. Surinder Singh of Art Heritage Amritsar is thanked for granting permission to use
artwork of his grandfather for the front cover. Harvir Singh of www.ironinks.com is thanked for the
cover design.The front cover design depicts Sri Guru Arjan Dev Jee seated and in front of them
is their son Sri Guru Hargobind Sahib Jee. There is a Sikh behind the Guru waving the whisk.I
hope the readers find the book inspiring and I welcome feedback for future editions.Harjinder
SinghMay 20181. Birth & ChildhoodSri Guru Arjan Dev Jee was born on 15th April 1563 (CE) at
what is now Chaubara Sahib Gurdwara at Goindval, Punjab. He was the youngest son of the
fourth Sikh Guru, Sri Guru Ram Das Jee, his elder brothers were Prithi Chand and Mahadev. His
mother was Bibi Bhani who was the daughter of the third Sikh Guru, Sri Guru Amar Das Jee
(maternal grandfather). His paternal grandparents had died many years ago, before Sri Guru
Ram Das Jee started to reside at Goindval.He was in blessed surrounds from birth, in the
regular company of Sri Guru Amar Das Jee and his father who was to become the fourth Guru –
Sri Guru Ram Das Jee. His mother Bibi Bhani was very devout and is seen as an ideal Sikh
woman, who served her father and Guru with much fervour.A famous saying is stated by
historians, in which Sri Guru Amar Das Jee had given a boon to the young Arjan Dev when he
had said ‘Doita Bani Ka Bohita’ which means ‘my grandson will make immense contributions to
the Sikh Scripture.’ Thus it was the fruition of this boon that led to Sri Guru Arjan Dev Jee being
the most prolific writer of Gurbani (the words of the Gurus, Sikh Scripture) and became the Guru
who collated all Gurbani of Sikh Guru’s into one anthology which was then called Sri Aadh
Granth (the first Granth/anthology).Sri Guru Arjan Dev Jee is described by historians as an
obedient son, who was always softly spoken. He was peaceful in outlook, humble and very
intelligent. In Gurbani penned by Bhatt Kal he is described as being born with divine
enlightenment in the following way:He was revealed in the house of Sri Guru Raam Dass,and all
hopes and desires were fulfilled (the heir to the Guruship was born). From birth, He recognised
God (had enlightenment) and the teachings of the Gurus. (1406)The mission of Sri Guru Arjan
Dev Jee is introduced here too by Bhatt Kal:The Lord brought Him into the world, to practice the
Yoga of devotional worship (Bhagti). Like Raja Janak the Guru was to live in the world like a king
and be devoted to God – this was now to be the teaching for Sikhs to be householders and
practice their faith. The word of the Guru's has been revealed (Sri Aadh Granth), and the Lord
dwells on His tongue (in his writings of Gurbani). (1406)2. Gurgaddi Sri Guru Arjan Dev JeeSri
Guru Ram Dass Jee created the Sarovar (water tank) named ‘Amritsar’ which literally translates



to ‘pool of immortality.’ This sarovar has healing and mystical properties due to the continuous
recitals of Gurbani in its vicinity. In the middle of this ‘Amritsar’ Sri Guru Ram Dass Jee had
created a platform where prayers were recited.In September 1581 CE Sri Guru Ram Dass Jee
visited Goindval and suddenly departed for their eternal abode – leaving their physical body.
Before departing they had appointed Sri Guru Arjan Dev Jee as the next Guru. Bhatt Harbans
has described this occurrence befittingly in Gurbani:It was the Will of God that Sri Guru Ram
Dass went to his heavenly abode (passed). He gave the throne of God (to Sri Guru Arjan Dev
Jee) and seated the Guru upon it. The angels were delighted; they proclaimed and celebrated
Your victory (of becoming the next Guru). The demons ran away; their sins made them shake
and tremble inside (people like Prithi Chand). Those people who accepted Sri Guru Raam Dass
Jee were blessed and their sins were abolished, He gave the Royal Canopy and Throne of the
earth to Sri Guru Arjun, and came home. (1409)Sri Guru Arjan Dev Jee went to Goindval and
Sikhs and family members had flocked from far and wide to be present for the fourth Guru Jee’s
final rites. Prithi Chand the eldest son of Sri Guru Ram Dass Jee had also hastily made his way
there. He was unhappy as he had not received the Guruship. He complained constantly to family
members and Baba Budha Jee, (and other respected Sikhs), speaking harsh words in attempts
to ensure he was given the ‘Dastar’ (turban) on the day of the final rites of his father.When
fathers die in Punjabi families, the tradition is for a turban to be tied on another male family
member to signify that they are now the head of the family in place of the father.The close family
and friends wanted to give the ‘Dastar’ to Sri Guru Arjan Dev Jee in line with him receiving the
Guruship from Sri Guru Ram Dass Jee. The day for the ‘Dastar tying’ ceremony dawned and
relatives and Sikhs had congregated. Prithi Chand, Mahadev and Sri Guru Arjan Dev Jee were
all present. This was not just a family programme but an event of Gurmat (imparting the
teachings of the Guru’s), family members were although in attendance to officiate the ‘Dastar
tying,’ as is the familial tradition. First, Prithi Chand had left Goindval as he knew he had little
support and following there. But after careful consideration he returned to Goindval and was now
waiting for events to unfold, he was present with some of his supporters.The greatness of Sri
Guru Arjan Dev Jee was such that they were devoid of any feelings of enmity and Baba Mohri
Jee (the son of Sri Guru Amar Das Jee) tied the ‘Dastar’ on Sri Guru Arjan Dev Jee. Sri Guru
Arjan Dev Jee walked over to Prithi Chand and said in a loving melodic voice, “Brother here have
this turban, tie this upon your head. Let us be brothers and I will tie this turban upon your head.”
Maharaj cooled the whole situation with their loving nature, by this act of humility. The
congregation present praised Guru Jee and Sri Guru Ram Dass Jee for giving the Guruship to
such a thoughtful and compassionate being. So, even here Sri Guru Arjan Dev Jee did not allow
the final rites of Sri Guru Ram Dass Jee get ruined with any ill-feeling, rather, they neutralised
any chance of bitterness and won over everyone present. Guru Jee came to abolish the grief of
humanity with their benevolence and started out with this act, many more were to follow.3.
Ramdaspur & GoindvalAfter the final rites of Sri Guru Ram Das Jee Prithi Chand went to
‘Ramdaspur’, which was then the name of what is now known as the city of Amrtisar. Sulhi Khan



a Mughal government official was passing through the area with some soldiers and Prithi Chand
met with him and showered him with gifts, to increase his friendship with him. He then went on to
inform Sulhi Khan of his predicament, making false accusations that Sri Guru Arjan Dev Jee had
taken the Guruship with force and that the ‘Dastar’ was actually tied upon himself. He appealed
to Sulhi Khan to assist him in opposing Sri Guru Arjan Dev Jee. Sulhi Khan agreed to help him.
Prithi Chand was very happy with this alliance. At Ramdaspur Prithi Chand had begun his
attempts to declare himself as the next Guru of the Sikhs whilst also hatching plots to destabilise
any power Sri Guru Arjan Dev Jee had.Elsewhere, Sri Guru Arjan Dev Jee stayed on at Goindval
Sahib for some months. After which Guru Jee thought the time to follow the commands of Sri
Guru Ram Dass Jee had now come, to make the Sarovar a more permanent structure and to
now construct Harmander Sahib in the middle of the Sarovar. The other instruction was to also
continue the nation building of the Sikhs that the preceding Guru’s had started. This was to be
done with the construction of Harmander Sahib where prayers were to commence 24 hours a
day.Two distinct camps had developed. Sri Guru Arjan Dev Jee was spreading love and
enlightenment, whereas Prithi Chand was imbuing a spirit of hatred, opposition and greed.4.
Toxic atmosphere at RamdaspurSri Guru Arjan Dev Jee upon returning to Ramdaspur realised
that Prithi Chand was attempting to jostle support and income from the land and buildings that
Sri Guru Ram Dass Jee had purchased. Guru Sahib realised that they would have to appease
both of their brothers to ensure there was no conflict. In order to do this, Maharaj the merciful,
gave some rental income from shops and buildings sent directly to Prithi Chand and some to
Mahadev. In doing this they tried to be amicable and share income from their father’s capital,
even though this was all actually income for the Sikh Guru and not necessarily a family right to
claim this income.The more appeasing Sri Guru Arjan Dev Jee became the more opposing Prithi
Chand became. Prithi Chand employed some men who would gather the incoming congregation
and take them to Prithi Chand and say he is the Guru. He also employed some Masands
(preachers) who would go out and preach about him being the Guru, they would collect
charitable donations towards him and send Sikhs masses to him.The epitome of forgiveness Sri
Guru Arjan Dev Jee just peacefully endured this ongoing enmity. They did not attempt to counter
Prithi Chand and create more hostility. The provision of Lanagr (free food) by Sri Guru Arjan Dev
Jee continued and all Sikhs and visitors partook in it. Prithi Chand would also bring his followers
to daily eat in the Langar. He did this to increase the burden of expenditure upon the
administration of Guru Jee. Guru Sahib had already forfeited much income meant for his
administration to his brothers but now more pressure on even the existing income was also
exerted by these actions.The savings Guru Sahib had brought from Goindval had now all been
spent. Now, Sri Guru Arjan Dev Jee sold jewellery owned by their mother and wife, continuing
the provision of Langar with this money. Prithi Chand would take donations off Sikhs coming to
Ramdaspur as the Sikhs would unknowingly trust him as a respected elder of the family of the
Guru. Guru Sahib was immovable in their patience and forgiving nature and still did nothing in
response. Historical sources state that the Langar became very simple in its menu and



provision, due to financial pressures.Bhai Gurdas Jee (1551-1636) was a devout and respected
Sikh. He was the maternal uncle (Mama) of Sri Guru Arjan Dev Jee. He had been sent to Agra
by Sri Guru Ram Dass Jee to preach there, he now made his way back to Ramdaspur. He was
happy with Sri Guru Arjan Dev Jee becoming the next Guru and became a devout Sikh of theirs
too.As a respected elder he learnt of the actions of Prithi Chand and Mahadev, he discussed the
matter with his sister Bibi Bhani Jee and they agreed it was best for him to first convince the two
elder brothers that what they were doing was wrong. This ploy failed and only greed could be
seen in the outlook of Guru Sahib’s brothers.Bhai Gurdas Jee could not tolerate the way in which
the visiting congregations were being duped and mistreated. Devout Sikhs would visit with gifts
and to get their desires fulfilled. Many would leave distraught after learning they had wrongfully
submitted their gifts and donations to Prithi Chand and rather than leaving uplifted, they would
leave deflated.Bhai Gurdas Jee was overwhelmed by respect and adoration for Sri Guru Arjan
Dev Jee who was singularly relying on the will of God in this predicament of administration of
Ramdaspur. But, he was also pained to not be able to help the visiting congregations benefit
more from their visits after the creation of the Sarovar of Amritsar. Bhai Gurdas Jee realised
Guru Sahib had no desire for wealth accumulation and had just followed the steps of previous
Gurus by not reacting in a hateful manner to Prithi Chand and Mahadev.Bhai Gurdas Jee also
knew that a solution needed to be developed. So he got the much respected Baba Buddha Jee
to come back to Ramdaspur from their abode and he got other famous visiting preachers such
as Bhai Salo, Bhai Jaitha, Bhai Paira and Guru Sahib’s family members from Goindval such as
Baba Mohri Jee to all come to Ramdaspur. They collectively decided that a dwelling would be
set up at about 7.5km from Ramdaspur upon the main road and the truth about the
administration of Ramdaspur would be told to incoming congregations. At this spot, now stands
Gurdwara Pipli Sahib, Amritsar. Similarly, another building was set up in the opposite direction to
also get to incoming Sikhs. Then, letters were sent far and wide to Sikh congregations, which
were signed by Bhai Gurdas Jee, Baba Buddha Jee and other prominent Sikhs. These letters
told the truth about the acts of Prithi Chand and ensured Sikhs knew that Sri Guru Ram Das Jee
had appointed Sri Guru Arjan Dev Jee as the next Guru.Due to the actions of these prominent
Sikhs the truth about the situation of Ramdaspur spread throughout the Sikh world. Sikhs from
far off locations now specifically started to travel in to congregate with Guru Sahib. Wealthy
Sikhs sent large sums of money to ensure the Langar was running at full capacity and Prithi
Chand’s followers now failed in their attempts to dupe the Sikh masses – the truth
prevailed.Mahadev and Prithi Chand now feared losing the rental income from the shops and
buildings that Guru Sahib had verbally approved and redirected to them. Fearing the loss of this
income Guru Jee’s elder brothers approached Bhai Gurdas Jee as their maternal uncle (Mama)
to get this rental income formally approved in writing on a permanent basis. Bhai Gurdas Jee
and Guru Jee agreed to draw up the necessary paperwork and duly signed over the rental
income.One further problem remained, only Prithi Chand had offspring, his son Mehrban. Sri
Guru Arjan Dev Jee had no children, so in terms of inheritance, at this point – Mehrban was in



line to inherit everything, if the situation did not change. So, Prithi Chand thought he could still
usurp the power and wealth of the house of the Guru in the future with his son becoming the next
Guru.5. SantokhsarAt the Gurdwara Santokhsar, Amritsar, there is an ancient tree, Sri Guru Ram
Dass Jee and Sri Guru Arjan Dev Jee used to sit under this tree and give sermons to their Sikhs.
The excavation for a Sarovar had been started here by Sri Guru Ram Dass Jee, now Sri Guru
Arjan Dev Jee got the excavation works restarted to complete the construction of the Sarovar.A
building was uncovered during the excavation works. A yogi was found inside the building he
was seated in meditation, in a samadhi (trance of meditation) but he was not breathing. Some
yogis and other spiritually adept individuals can meditate and take their breath into their tenth
gateway of the body (Dasam Duar) – when done, the body stops physically breathing but
maintains life. The Sikhs were told to massage the yogi, after which, he started breathing again
and came out of his trance of meditation.The yogi said he was a meditative who had asked for
liberation from his Guru. His Guru had ordered him to build this building he had been in and to
go into meditative pose while putting his breath in his tenth gate and to stay here until Sri Guru
Arjan Dev Jee finds him. He said Guru Jee will then liberate him. Upon learning that he had
finally met Sri Guru Arjan Dev Jee, the yogi fell at Guru Jee’s feet and begged for liberation. Guru
Jee granted his wish and soon after, he passed away.A Sikh from Peshawar called Santokh
donated 250 coins (money) to Guru Jee and asked for his name to become eternal in the world.
Maharaj granted his wish, using his donation to complete this Sarovar and named it after this
Sikh, ‘Santokhsar,’ which translates as the pool of Santokh (contentment). This Sarovar was
completed in 1588 CE and the project to make the Amritsar sarovar a permanent structure was
also started in this year.6. Daily timetableGuru Jee would wake up at approximately 2am, they
would then bathe. After which they would sit in meditation of God becoming fixated and imbued.
The Rababis (rebeck players) would then arrive and start to sing Asa Dee Vaar (a morning hymn
about how to conduct one self). The congregation would attend this service, both locals and
visiting Sikhs. Everyone would become detached from worldly affairs when listening to the
spiritually uplifting Kirtan and enjoy the electrifying aura. Guru Jee would then come and sit in
the open at the end of the Kirtan – answering questions and listening to the desires of their
Sikhs. Guru Jee would attend to each Sikh with love, dispelling doubts and imparting wisdom.
Many times it would get as late as 8am by the time this had finished.
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